The Paw Print

SPORTS

Page 15

Sports Stories by
Sammy Ballgame

Lowell vs. A -Rod: Hmmm....

By Samuel Dykstra

After a short summer hiatus, Sammy Ballgame is back
and ready to roll. As usual, | caught as many ballgames (pun
intended) and caught a couple of nice ones in person. Yeah, | was
there when the legendary Clay Buchholz pitched his first game
ever in the majors (No, it wasn’t the no-hitter, but he did get the
win) and when Jacoby Ellsbury hit his very first career home run.
Throughout all my viewings, | have formed a couple of conclu-
sions.

At the forefront of such
conclusions is what the Red Sox
should do with their potential hole at
third base for next season. The
incumbent Mike Lowell will be a
free agent this upcoming off-season,
which means the Red Sox will have
'to re-sign him or someone else will
have to come in and take his spot. Now, the popular pick for
Lowell’s potential replacement is (Wait for it...Wait for it...)
Alexander Emmanuel Rodriguez. Yeah, that guy everyone loathes
in New York may be coming here if he opts out of his 10-year,
$250 million contract. Like I said, | have already come to some of
my own conclusions on the subject, but | want to give you, the
reader, a chance to draw some of your own conclusions.

So, without further adieu, here are the facts for the hotly
contested debate of Lowell vs. A-Rod.
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Lowell
1. Career Averages: .279 BA, 23 HR, 96 RBI
2.1 World Series championship

3.1 Gold Glove at 39 base

4. Highest career fielding percentage ever for a 3"d paseman (.975)
5. Knows how to utilize the hidden ball trick (Done twice in
career. How sick is that!)

6. Decided to actually leave New York and eventually come to
Boston

7. An asset to team chemistry (Speaks Spanish with some players,
English with others)

8. Revered by his teammates

9. Will be asking for about $11-12 million/year (If that looks like a
lot, look below)

10. Will keep ticket prices the same if signed

11. Survived cancer

A-Rod
1. Career Averages: .306 BA, 44 HR, 128 RBI
2. 0 Championships

3.0 Gold Gloves at 3" base (2 at shortstop but again none at
third)

4. Career fielding percentage at 3" pase: .960

5. Knows how to hide his bat in the postseason (.280, 6 HR, 16
RBI, 32 Ks in 35 G)

6. Decided to come to New York instead of Boston

7. Detriment to team chemistry (Too much controversy that is
passed onto teammates.)

8. Sort of a loaner in his own clubhouse (Not even good friends
with Jeter any more.)

9. Will be asking for somewhere in the neighborhood of $28-33
million/year

10. Could cause bleacher seats to jump from $15 to around $30 if
signed

11. Survived cheating on his wife (I had to say it. The door was
wide open on that one.)

So, by now, I’m sure you have some sort of idea on
which side of the fence | stand on, and hopefully, after you have
been presented with the facts, you feel the same. As for some of
the other conclusions that | have drawn over the summer, here’s a
quick overview.

1. Jacoby Ellsbury is the next Fred Lynn (not Johnny Damon)

2. Clay Buchholz will revolutionize the offspeed pitch in baseball
3. Big Papi does not need a 40 HR season to have a solid season
4. Coco Crisp, Dustin Pedroia, and Kevin Youkilis all deserve
Gold Gloves for their efforts this season

5. | do not care if Belichick stole signs from anyone, he is still the
best coach in the NFL

6. Randy Moss needed New England and the Pats needed him

Yeah, | guess you could say | have formed a couple of
opinions over the summer, but hey, that is just the way | am. |
mean, come on, | am a Boston sports fan after all.

Italiano Marciano

By Kristina Kulyabina

You see him teaching his students how to
play wiffle ball in gym class or out on the soccer field
coaching his girls, shouting his crazy Italian expres-
sions. “Nicola Marciano,” as he calls himself, is any-
where to be found at good old Palmer High. In fact
this is now his 5th year at Palmer High School as well
as his 20th in our school system! As a physical educa-
tion teacher at this school, Mr. Marciano looks for-
ward to his job. Some of the advantages of his occu-
pation are being able to see the grinning faces of Mr.
Farr, Mrs. McDonald, and Mrs. Eagan every day.
“They just make me laugh”, he says with a smile. But
of course there are ups and downs to everything. Even
though he is successfully teaching at Palmer High, he
does miss seeing the little kids at his prior job, Old
Mill Pond Elementary School.

What exactly influenced Marciano to become
a physical education teacher? He reveals to us that his
own gym teacher in high school takes the credit of
being his inspiration. His teacher was in fact very
good at his job. Marciano realized that he wanted to
do the same and he did. Mr. Marciano isn’t only pop-
ular for his teaching skills but also for his coaching
skills. As we all know Marciano is the head coach of
the Palmer Girl’s Varsity Soccer. But for how many
years exactly? Nineteen, and he is planning to keep
coaching for years to come! Once he gets close to the
team, it is very hard for him to even think about leav-
ing or forgetting his devoted players. Marciano is a
very dedicated coach who not only stays in contact
with his players during the season but also after the
season. Some of the girls may even see him as a father
figure. After all, Coach is very caring and makes sure
his players stay on the right track to ensure a strong
team will return the following year.

It is true to say that Marciano must know his
stuff. After all, he has been playing ftbol since he
was a four year old child living in Italy. He continued
to participate in soccer all the way through college.
Soccer has truly become an essential part to Mr.
Marciano’s life.

Becoming a soccer coach gives Coach
Marciano the responsibility of two families, the one at

After years and years of going “unnoticed,” gym
teacher and girls’ varsity soccer coach Mr. Marciano
finally gets his Paw Print spotlight.

home with a wife and two daughters, and the one on
the field. As the soccer season comes around the cor-
ner, he devotes himself to his team and they are com-
mitted to him and the sport in return. With his girls,
Marciano hopes to make the team better as a whole
and survive the season. As you can see, he has his
hands full with being a teacher, soccer coach, and a
father. | guess we’ll never know his secret as to how
he does it all.

What we do know is that Marciano is a hard-
working teacher as well as a devoted soccer coach.
Even though his students may give him a hard time in
gym class or maybe his players don’t follow the right
play during a game, he still never gives up on them.
His students and players realize his hard work and
know not to give up on him either. These positive atti-
tudes are what has made Marciano such a successful
coach and teacher over the past years here at Palmer
High School. We wish Marciano the best of luck with
his soccer team and gym classes on the upcoming
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