
Congratulations to the current and former CMS students who scored a perfect score (280) on 

one or more sections of the 2011 MCAS: 

 

Grade 5 (currently in 6th grade):   Timothy Bollea (ELA) 

Grade 6 (currently in 7th grade):   Madison Stahelski (ELA) 

Grade 7 (currently in 8th grade):   Samar Ghrear (Math)                Mitesh Patel (Math) 

                                      Alex Reed (Math)       Brianna Stanley (Math, ELA) 

 

Obtaining a perfect score is no small feat;  typically, fewer than a half of 1 percent of all 

students who take the exam manage a perfect score in any subject. 

CMS Students Achieve 
 Perfect  Score on 2011 MCAS 
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Big Y Students of the Quarter 

The following students were named Big Y Students of the Quarter for the 

first marking term: 

 

5th GradeðEliza Portier (Tan), Lillian Calderon, Diego Leecock 

6th GradeðMatt Hebert, Shannon Davis 

7th GradeðBrittany North, Shannon Fiore 

 

Congratulations on a job well done! 

C O N V E R S E  M I D D L E  S C H OO LñP A L M E R  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S 

The Renaissance Program for 
the first quarter will be held on 

the evening of  Monday, No-
vember 21st at 6:00 p.m. in 
the CMS auditorium.  Students 
who meet the criteria for the 
Renaissance Program, as well 
as Big Y Students of the Quar-
ter, will receive an invitation to 

attend. 

 

The CMS staff will be in the 
building this evening, Novem-
ber 17th from 4:00 p.m.ñ7:00 
p.m. for parent conferences.  
This year (due to the week off 
from school) team leaders have 
contacted parents whose pres-
ence is desired at a confer-
ence. If you did not receive a 
phone call and feel a confer-
ence is needed with your childõs 
team, please contact the school 
to arrange an alternate meet-
ing time.  Many issues/
concerns can be resolved 
over the phone or through 

email. 

 

New òNo Parkingó signs have 
been placed in the fire lane in 

front of CMS.  To avoid being 
issued a ticket, please do not 

park in front of the building. 
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During the week of October 31st, CMS, the Town of Palmer, and most of our surrounding 

area faced long-term power outages and unprecedented damage due to a freak October 

snowstorm.  Throughout the week, CMS served as the townôs Storm Shelter offering a 

warm, safe place for the residents of Palmer.  Special thanks to the volunteers who staffed 

the shelter, the custodial staff for all its work, and the cafeteria staff who provided three 

hot meals daily. 

 

At this time, no changes are being made to the 2011-2012 school calendar.  Missed days 

will be made up at the end of the school year.  If the school calendar should change, fur-

ther information will be sent home. 

#-3 

φόχ-όυτύ 
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Reminders: 

¶ Students are reminded that 

cell phones must be turned 

off during the school day.  

Students must use the office 

phone for all calls during 

the school day.  Students 

will be punished appropri-

ately for violating cell 

phone rules. 

¶ If your personal information 

(address, place of employ-

ment, phone number, etc.) 

changes during the school 

year, please contact the 

CMS office. 

¶ Students are expected to go 

outside after lunch for a few 

minutes each day.  Please be 

sure your child is dressed 

appropriately for the weather. 

¶ If your child is absent, please 

call the office in the morning.    

During this call, please re-

quest missed work if desired. 

¶ The lost and found table lo-

cated in the cafeteria is al-

ways overflowing.  The lost 

and found must be discarded 

on a regular basis for sanitary 

reasons. 

¶ Students owing money 

(library fines, lunch charges, 

fundraiser $, etc.) will not be 

allowed to participate in spe-

cial school events.  Please 

pay debts promptly. 

¶ The parking lot is a busy 

place in the morning.  Please 

drive slowly. 

Converse Collections 

¶ Watch for the upcoming ñ12th Annual Pet Drive.ò  Help support local pet shelters in the area by donating CLEAN useable 

blankets/towels, canned/dry pet food, and/or other pet items.  Donate an item and get a chance in the Annual Stuffed Annual 

Raffle...drawing will be held before the holiday break! 

¶ CMS is also collecting food items for the Palmer Food Share as well as items for the Leeds Veterans Hospitalðmenôs knit 

hats, pocket calendars, shaving cream, deodorant, steno pads, gift cards, new plus size clothing, etc. 

¶ CMS continues to collect can tabs for Shriners Hospital for Children in Springfield. 

¶ Collection boxes are located outside the Principalôs Office at CMS.  The public is welcome to participate.  Any questions, con-

tact Mrs. Noble at (413) 283-8109.  Thanks for the support. 

 

From the Principalôs Office        Mr. David Stetkiewicz, CMS Principal 

                    Mrs. Susan North, CMS Asst. Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

 

Thank you for helping make the first quarter of the 2011-2012 school year a smooth and 

successful one. 

 

This year CMS features three teamsðone for each grade.  We have welcomed  Mrs. Susan 

North as our new Assistant Principal and Mr. David Skelly as our new band/instrument 

teacher.  At this time, we are actively engaged in the implementation of the new Common 

Core standards that were recently adopted by Massachusetts as well as 44 other states.  This 

year MCAS will remain virtually unchanged;  however, small changes can be expected 

within the next few years.  Other school initiatives currently being worked on include:  the 

development of a data team, learning walk-throughs, and  the annual PIMS process (careful 

analysis of MCAS data). 

 

In the spring of 2011, the MCAS tests were administered.  CMS continues to have a High 

performance rating in ELA and a Moderate performance rating in math.  CMS students 

showed moderately high growth percentilesð59% for ELA, 54% for math, and CMS 

achieved AYP (Annually Yearly Progress) in ELA in both the aggregate and all subgroups.   

 

While CMS is certainly proud of the achievements noted above, there is still work to be 

done.  CMS did not achieve AYP in math, aggregate or subgroups.  Results from the PIMS 

process (noted above) as well as other data will be used to address areas of weakness. 

 

On November 15th, the Palmer School Committee voted to appoint Mr. Thomas A. Charko 

as the new Superintendent of Schools.  We look forward to working with him as we contin-

ue the important role of educating the youth of Palmer. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. David G. Stetkiewicz, Principal & Mrs. Susan North, Assistant Principal 



2011-2012 
School Calendar & MCAS Dates 
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2011   

Tues., Nov. 22 Last Day Before Thanksgiving, Full Day 

Fri., Dec. 23 Last Day Before Christmas Vacation, Full Day 

2012   

Tues., Jan. 3 Schools Reopen 

Mon., Jan. 16 Schools Closed ï Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Fri., Feb. 3 Report Cards Issued 

Fri., Feb. 17 Schools Close for February Vacation 

Mon., Feb. 27 Schools Reopen 

Tues., Mar. 20 Grade 7 MCAS Long Composition 

Mar. 21ðApr. 2 Grades 5ð7 ELA MCAS (2 sessions) 

Fri., Apr. 6 No School ï Good Friday 

Fri., Apr. 13 Report Cards Issued/Schools Close for April Vacation 

Mon., Apr. 23 Schools Reopen 

May 7ðMay 22 Grade 5-7 Math MCAS (2 sessions) 

Mon., May 28 Schools Closed ï Memorial Day 

Mon., Jun. 11 180th Day (1/2 Day)/Report Cards Issued 

  

 

School normally closes for summer vacation after 180 days.  June 11th 

was the originally scheduled 180th day;  however, we have already had 

5 days off from school due to the October snowstorm. 

Each month CMS recognizes 

one student from each home-

room who exhibits outstanding 

character.  A different quali-

ty/favorable virtue is selected 

each month.  Congratulationsð

character counts! 

5th GradeðGage Costa, Zoe Przybycien, 

Alyssa Hein, Gianna Bonfitto, Madison 

Degnan 

 

6th GradeðMason Baral, Shannon Davis, 

Mitchell Domnarski, Amanda Dee, Connor 

Turley 

 

7th GradeðMadison Stahelski, Michael 

Mancini, Jacob Baldyga, Jaclyn Olson, 

Daniel King 

!ÎÔÉ-"ÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ 7ÅÅË ɉ.ÏÖȢ υψÔÈɂυόÔÈɊ 

4ÈÉÓ ×ÅÅË #-3 ×ÉÌÌ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÎÔÉ-

"ÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ 7ÅÅËȢ  !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ 

¶ -ÏÎȢȟ .ÏÖȢ υψÔÈɂ!ÎÔÉ-"ÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ 

¶ 4ÕÅÓȢȟ .ÏÖȢ υωÔÈ Ǫ 7ÅÄȢȟ .ÏÖȢ υϊÔÈɂ!ÃÔÓ ÏÆ +ÉÎÄÎÅÓÓ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ 

¶ 4ÕÅÓȢɂ4ÈÕÒÓȢȟ .ÏÖȢ υωÔÈɂυϋÔÈɂ'ÒÁÄÅ ,ÅÖÅÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÉÅÓ 

¶ &ÒÉȢȟ .ÏÖȢ υόÔÈɂ-ÉØ-)Ô 5Ð ÁÔ ,ÕÎÃÈ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 

-ÒÓȢ $ÏÎÎÁ 'ÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÅ Ǫ -ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇ 3ÔÕÒÇÅÓȟ #-3ȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅ 

ÔÈÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

These photos  are 

from last yearôs 

Mix-It Up at 

Lunch day. 



A separate letter regarding head lice can be found on 

pages 9-10 of this newsletter.  Please read carefully and 

contact my office with any questions/concerns.  Thank 

you.  ï Nurse Maloney 

 

HEALTH SCREENINGS THIS YEAR AT CMS: 

Grade 5 ïHearing, Postural 

Grade 6-Vision, Postural 

Grade 7-Vision, Hearing, Height and Weight (BMI letters), Postural  

 

If you would like any further screenings on your child, please feel free to 

contact me. 

 

FLU SHOTS / FLU INFO: 

Flu shots will not be available from the Board of Health this year. All 

families are encouraged to obtain this important vaccine from their 

own pediatrician as soon as possible. Call your health care provider 

now to get on the list for flu vaccine clinics held in the offices. 

 

Please remember that basic hygiene and hand washing is the #1 way to help 

prevent flu and upper respiratory infection as well as many other communi-

cable diseases. Center for Disease Control encourages us to: 

¶ Cover our nose and mouth with a tissue when we cough or sneeze or 

cough into the inner elbow. 

¶ Throw the tissue in the trash. 

¶ Wash hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing and 

sneezing or use hand sanitizer. 

¶ Avoid touching the eyes, nose and mouth to reduce the spread of 

germs. 

¶ Keep children who are sick home. Have a plan of action for childcare 

when you must go to work. 

¶ Get vaccinated against seasonal flu. 

 

Helpful Websites:   

¶ Flu.gov 

¶ Town of Palmer Board of Health link regarding ñdifferences be-

tween cold and flu symptomsò at http://www.townofpalmer.com/

Pages/PalmerMA_Health/COLD-%20FLU-%20H1N1.pdf 

 

PLEASE SCHEDULE AND SUBMIT GRADE 7 EXAMS: 

If your child is in 6th grade, please start scheduling their well-child exam 

and immunizations needed for grade 7 entry.  Also, immunizations need to 

be updated in order to enter grade 7. A form has been sent in the first report 

card. Please send them to my office. 

 

Required Immunizations: 

¶ Tdap-Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis(whooping cough) 

¶ 2 doses of Varicella (chicken pox ) or documentation of chicken pox 

history 

¶ 2 doses of MMR vaccine 

¶ 3 doses of Hepatitis B 

News from Nurse Maloney 
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Other CMS Information/Notes: 

¶ A copy of this newsletter can be viewed at 

www.palmerschools.org.  Click on 

Converse Middle School and look for 

CMS Newsletters in the left column. 

¶ Please support the CMS PTO in as many 

ways as possible.  Without the funds 

raised by the PTO, many school activities 

would not be possible. 

¶ Looking for a way to help CMS receive 

valuable school supplies and cash?  

Register your Stop & Shop card online at 

www.stopandshop.com/aplus.  CMSôs 

school ID # is 05113. 

¶ CMS continues to participate in the Box 

Tops for Education Program.  Simply clip 

the Box Tops logos (available on hundreds 

of supermarket products) and send them in 

to the school. 

¶ To access homework assignments from 

home, students can log on to the 

Manhattan Virtual Classroom at 

www.palmerschools.org (Click on Quick 

Links followed by CMS Virtual 

Classroom).  Each student has his/her own 

private user name and password. 



When life hands you lemonsé. make lemonade! Over the sum-

mer, our ten year old library server stopped working. The cost to 

purchase a new server was definitely not in our budget plan; how-

ever, we needed to do something!!! Soé we turned our misfor-

tune into an opportunity to move our library into the 21st century 

and have rolled out a new and exciting Library Information Sys-

tem called Destiny. The system is a web based system which al-

lows our students to access Converse Middle School Library in-

formation from anywhere they have internet access. The students 

are extremely excited about the new system which has many cool 

features. Log on to: http://palmerschools.follettdestiny.com to 

check out the system as a Guest User, or better yet, have your 

child login and show you all the cool features that registered users 

have access to. Choosing books at CMS has never been so cool!!!  

 

Once again this year, all students have the opportunity to take part 

in the Massachusetts Childrenôs Book Awards program. Students 

try to read as many of the 25 nominated books as they can 

throughout the year, and then they, along with other students 

from across the state, vote for their favorite. These are great 

books of different genres and reading levels; something for eve-

ryone. Visit the following web site for more information and a 

list of the 25 titles: http://www.salemstate.edu/academics/

schools/3698.php. Encourage your child to read five books from 

the list by January 1, 2012 to be entered in our library drawing 

for great prizes!!!! 

 

For a great website, check out curiosityintheclassroom.com. 

Discovery Education and Intel have teamed up to bring you this 

new website with interactive in-school and at-home resources to 

spark curiosity in some of life's biggest questions.  

Watch for upcoming news on:  

¶  E-books for the CMS Library  

¶  New CMS Library Blog 

Library News 
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Mrs. Catherine Reed, Librarian 

 The CMS Band program is off to an exciting start this year! It has been a 

privilege to step into such an impressive program and supportive community 

for music! 

 

I hope you all enjoyed the Junior Bandôs performance at this yearôs Music a 

la Mode concert of ñPortrait of a Clown.ò Fresh off of this success, the band 

is preparing for our winter concert, the Festival of Bands. This concert will 

take place at PHS on Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. You should 

start to hear your child practicing some of the songs weôll be performing. 

 

The Beginner Band is busy exploring the fascinating world of their new 

instruments, learning care and maintenance, and beginning to lay the foun-

dation of a lifetime of musical joy. It is extremely critical that they spend 

time at home practicing their instrument. The muscles used in instrumental 

music playing need to be exercised, and this only happens through frequent 

practice. 20 minutes a night makes a huge difference in your childôs level of 

success. Please encourage your child to practice and show off what they are 

learning! 

 

Please feel free to contact me regarding any questions you have regarding 

the band program at CMS. My email address is dskelly@palmerschools.org. 

I feel very lucky to be working with such talented students and look forward 

to a great year together. 

This photo features 7th 

graders Samantha Herring 

and Jayda Bruscoe posing at 

their alto saxophone lesson. 

http://palmerschools.follettdestiny.com
http://www.salemstate.edu/academics/schools/3698.php
http://www.salemstate.edu/academics/schools/3698.php

