
Lead Story Headline 

February  

Fri., Feb. 18ðLast Day Before February Vacation  

Mon., Feb. 28ðSchool Reopens  

March  

Tues., Mar. 22ðMCAS Gr. 7 English/Language Arts Long Composition 

(1 day)  

Wed., Mar. 23ðMon., Apr. 4ðMCAS Gr. 5-7 English/LA Test Window 

(2 days)  

Thurs., Mar. 31ðMCAS Gr. 7 English/Language Arts Long Composition 

Make-Up Day  

April  

Fri., Apr. 15ð3rd Quarter Report Cards Issued  

Fri., Apr. 15ðLast Day Before April Vacation  

Mon., Apr. 25ðSchool Reopens  

May  

Tues., May 10ðTues., May 24ðMCAS Gr. 5-7 Math (2 days), Gr. 5 

Science (2 days)  

Mon., May 30ðNo School, Memorial Day  

June  

Thurs., June 23 -  Last Day of School (Tentative) 

   

School will close for summer vacation after 180 school 

days have been completed.  We have had 7 snow days as 

of this newsletterðThursday, June 23st will be the last 

day of school if no future snow days occur. 

February 4, 2011 Volume 15, Issue 2 

Converse News 
Converse Middle SchoolðPalmer Public Schools 

www.palmerschools.org 

(413) 283-8109 

On Tuesday, January 25th, all CMS students participated 

in an English/language arts MCAS practice.  Seventh grad-

ers practiced their long composition skills while fifth and 

sixth graders read a variety of passages, answered multiple 

choice questions, and worked on adding details and specif-

ic examples to their open responses.  We were very im-

pressed by the effort of our students.   

 

Student responses will now be scored by the CMS Scoring 

Team.  Feedback will be provided to both the students and 

the staff.  We are hoping that this practice is just one more 

way we can help prepare our students for the MCAS. 

From the Converse Middle School 
Office 

Mr. David Stetkiewicz, Principal 
Mrs. Jacqueline Haley, Assistant Principal 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

This newsletter marks the halfway point of the 2010-2011 school 

year.  Each day your child is actively engaged in the learning 

process.  We continue to prepare for the 2011 Spring MCAS test-

ing that will begin the week of March 21st.  It is very important 

that all students be in attendance on each day of MCAS testing.  

 

We encourage you to contact your childõs teachers if you have 

any concerns about your childõs academic progress.  We remind 

you that your childõs teachers are available for extra help on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. 

 

Our studentsõ safety is a top priority.  With the large volume of 

traffic dropping off students in the morning, we ask that everyone 

observe the following òdrop offó procedures: 

¶ Please do not park in the drop off lane.  Do your best to have 

your child exit your vehicle as quickly as possible.  If you 

need to exit your vehicle for any reason, please park your 

car in the parking lot. 

¶ Please be patient with the vehicles in front of you.  Stay in a 

single line format and wait for the vehicle in front of you to 

exit.   

¶ Please carefully observe the 20 mph school zone speed limit.  

This speed limit applies as you travel on Thorndike St., Con-

verse St., and within the CMS parking lot. 

By being courteous to other drivers and following these simple 

procedures, you will be helping to insure the safety of your child 

and all our students. 

 

As always, we appreciate your continued support. 

 

Mr. David Stetkiewicz, Principal 

Mrs. Jacqueline Haley, Assistant Principal 
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District Students of the Month 
 

Dr. Fournier, Superintendent of Schools, and CMS are proud to 

introduce this yearôs District Students of the Month.  This award 

honors one student a month from each of Palmerôs three schools.  

¶ CMSôs September recipient was 6th grader Jaclyn Olson. 

¶ CMSôs October recipient was 6th grader Kimberly Sikorski. 

¶ CMSôs November Recipient was 7th grader Jennica Sablak.  

¶ CMSôs December recipient was 5th grader Cassidy Lefferts. 

Congratulations to these students and their families! 

OctoberðRespect The following students were recognized in 

the month of October for showing respect:   

RedñZachary Hershowitz, Ella Wahlers, Mitchell Dom-

narski, Timothy Bollea, and Alexander Stevenson 

YellowñDerek Bonsant, Julia Graziano, Harmain Sham-

shad, Tanner Wenzel, and Cameron Peritz 

PurpleñJosie Desroches, Lane Ogoley, Dylan Tallman, 

and Brett Hebert 

BlueñNathon Murphy, Roderick Squier, Justin Fox, and 

Henry Domnarksi 

NovemberðTolerance 
The following students were recognized in 

the month of November for showing toler-

ance:   

RedñJonen Brown, Daniel Recor, Hannah Barnard, An-

drew McDonald, and Brent Hurley 

YellowñHannah Enscoe, Alex Poindexter, Daniel Smith, 

Jordan Cousineau, and Thomas Roberts 

PurpleñSamantha Herring, Cora Boudreau, Emily Batis-

ta, and Stephanie Smith 

BlueñJosh Lacroix, Matt Gazaille, Alec Crosby, and 

Savannah Syrek 

The second quarter Renaissance 

Program will take place in the CMS 

cafeteria at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, 

March 3rd.  Parents are welcome to 

attend. 
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Renaissance Big Y 

 Students of the Quarter 

The following students were named Renaissance Big Y 

Students of the Quarter for the second marking term: 

 

Red TeamðMitchell Domnarski and Monica Roche 

Yellow TeamðJordan Cousineau and William Coutu 

Purple TeamðHannah Zachowski (Gr. 6) and Spencer 

Deshais (Gr. 7) 

Blue TeamðChristine Gloekler and Henry Domnarski 

Tan TeamðSarah Gancorz (Gr. 6) 

Congratulations on a job well done! 

Itôs that time of year again to test your knowledge of geography!!!  

 

Once again, Grade 6 and 7 students from CMS participated in the National Geograph-

ic Geography Bee.   

 

Round1 (all students) consisted of 60 questions such as ñEmperor penguins walk 

more than 50 miles inland to nest on the ice of which continent that includes the 

Ronne Ice Shelf?ò Winners of Round 1 were: Yellow Team ï Hunter Adams, Lisa Odell, Cam Peritz, Tom Roberts, and Nolan San-

tos; Purple Team ï Michael Blazejowski, Donovan Deshais, Nathan Dole, Brianna Faria, and Josh Pasquini; Blue Team ï Donald 

Odell, Frank Perry, Alex Reed, and Brianna Stanley.  

 

These students then competed in Round 2 (30 questions of increasing difficulty). An example ï ñCatalan, Valencian, and Galician 

are among the official regional languages and dialects spoken in autonomous communities in what country north of the Mediterra-

nean Sea?ò  ñSurvivorsò of Round 2 included Tom Roberts, Mikey Blazejowski, Donald Odell, Frank Perry, Alex Reed, and Bri-

anna Stanley.  

 

Round 3 consisted of 20 challenging questions such as ñThe city of Christchurch, located near Pegasus Bay, is a major industrial 

center in which island country?ò Alex Reed of the Blue Team emerged as the school winner. Alex took the written state qualifying 

test on Thursday, January 20th. (We had to work around snow days!!!) One sample question from the state test was ñExpedition mem-

bers led by which explorer were rescued nearly two years after their departure because their ship, Endurance, got stuck in Antarctic 

ice and eventually sank?ò 

  

We would like to congratulate all contestants for their efforts, all of our winners, and especially Alex as the CMS school winner! We 

wish him the best of luck as he awaits the results of his state qualifying exam! 

 

So, how did you do??? Answers, in order, to the questions above: Antarctica, Spain, New Zealand, Ernest Shackleton.  

Alexander Reed, the 

2011 CMS Geography 

Bee Champion, is shown 

here with his certificate 

and winning medal. 

Round 1 Winners 


