
The 9th Annual Ketschek Classic was 
held on Friday, March 12th in the 
CMS gymnasium.  In this game, the 
7th grade All-Stars played the CMS 
Staff, the Dream Team.  This was the 
16th time this game was played; 9 
years ago this game was renamed in 
memory of the late Mr. Joseph 
Ketschek, a beloved CMS faculty 
member. 

This yearôs game saw the students 
taking a 41-40 win in a very hard 
played defensive showcase.  Shawn 
Dunn scored with 10 seconds left 
giving the students their first lead of 
the day which they never relin-
quished.  Officer Rudy Wilk had a 
shot as time expired for the win that 
just rimmed out ending the game!
Mr. Gaffron, the Yellow Team inclu-
sion teacher, Mr. Sturges, a CMS 
guidance counselor, and Mr. Minns, 
CMSôs physical education teacher, 
each contributed to the facultyôs 
point total.  The rest of the points 
were spread out amongst other 

members of the staff such as Mr. 
Stetkiewicz, Miss Boser, Miss Zaren-
ko, Ms. Young, Mrs. Peritz-Smith, Mr. 
Blazejowski, and Mr. Senecal.   

During the first half, the staff man-
aged to build a comfortable lead;   
however, the 7th graders came out 
sharp to start the second half.  Katie 
Burke hit a deep three pointer to help 
spark the studentsô 2nd half come-
back. The 7th gradeôs remaining points 
were spread out amongst several play-
ers including Meghan Methe, Cole 
Bechard, Jacob Webb, Madison 
Mastriani, Meghan Cole, Austin Car-
roll, Kurt Walder, Emily Sawicki, 
Bethany Trybus, Patrick Marum, Max 
Garrant, and Jaymelee Riel. 

Mr. Sturges would like to thank all of 
those students and staff who contrib-
uted to the success of this annual CMS 
tradition. Special thanks to Mr. Bernie 
Fontaine for refereeing the game and 
to Mrs. Palmateer for coaching the 7th 
graders to victory. 
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Spring Open House  

Wednesday, May 5th  

***********  

On the evening of Wednes-
day, May 5th, CMS will 

host its 2009 -2010 Spring 
Open House.  The evening 
will be held in conjunction 

with the Spring Music 
Concert and will also fea-
ture displays of student 

work, the 6th & 7th grade 
Country Fair, and other 

presentations.  Watch for 
an upcoming memo re-
garding the May Open 

House! 

2009 ð2010  

School Calendar  

 

April  

Fri, 4/16ðSchools Close for   

                   Spring Vacation 

Mon., 4/26 ðSchools Reopen 

 

May  

Mon, 5/31ðSchools Closed  

                      for Memorial Day  

 

June  

Tues, 6/15ðLast Day 

                       

The Palmer Public 

Schools will close for 

summer vacation once 

they have been in session 

for 180 regular days.  As 

of this newsletter, June 

15th is scheduled to be 

the 180th day.  

April 12thð16th is Anti-Bullying Week at CMS.  Many special 

activities are planned.  CMS continues to work vigilantly to in-

sure that all students feel safe and welcomed while at school.   
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Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Award  

****************  

Converse is proud to an-

nounce that Mrs. Claudia 

Messier, the 5th grade Or-

ange Team inclusion teacher,  

has been nominated for the 

Pioneer Valley Excellence in 

Teaching Award.   

Mrs. Messier is shown at 

right with Dr. Fournier, Su-

perintendent of the Palmer 

Public Schools.  

We are very proud of all our studentsô 

effort and hard work on the recent lan-

guage arts MCAS! 

On May 11th & 12th, Grade 5 will par-

ticipate in math MCAS testing.  On 

May 18th & 19th, Grade 5 will complete 

their science MCAS testing while Grade 

6 and 7 students will complete their 

math MCAS testing.   

We thank you for your cooperation in 

making MCAS testing as successful as 

possible. 

Spring 2010 MCAS 

Schedule 

On Friday, February 12th, the entire staff and student body of CMS gathered in 

the CMS auditorium, chanting ñKiss the Fishò and then watching Mr. Craig 

Blazejowski, a special education teacher, being wheeled in to kiss a calico 

bass.  All of this was the culmination of a week-long fundraising effort to raise 

money for the victims of the Haiti earthquake.   

For one week, students were allowed to donate money in honor of the teacher 

they would most like to see kiss a fish.  Mr. ñBlazeò netted the most money 

finishing just ahead of Mr. John Gaffron, 6th grade Yellow Team inclusion 

teacher, and Ms. Sandra Noonan, 7th grade social studies teacher.  There are 

some reports that Mr. Gafffron and Ms. Noonan may have had something to do 

with Mr. Blazeôs overflowing money cup but both refused comment for this 

article. 

Special thanks to Mrs. Amy Herring, the 6th grade Yellow Team math teacher, 

for organizing this event, and Mr. David Handzel for catching the fish kissed 

by Mr. Blaze.  Weôd also like to thank Mr. Pete Galica, CMSôs beloved janitor, 

for helping create the float Mr. Blaze was wheeled in upon. 

The money collected was presented to a representative from the CRUDEM 

foundation, an organization dedicated to helping the impoverished people of 

Haiti.   

CMS joins together to raise over 

$600 for the earthquake victims of 

Haiti! 

The third quarter Renaissance reception will take place on Tuesday, 

May 4th at 8 a.m. in the CMS cafeteria.  Parents are welcome to attend. 
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District Students of the 

Month  

Dr. Fournier, Superintendent of Schools, and CMS are 

proud to announce our most recent District Students of 

the Month.  This award honors one student a month 

from each of Palmerôs three schools. 

¶ CMSôs January recipient was 7th grade Blue Team 

student, Patrick Marum.  

¶ CMSôs February recipient was 5th grade Red Team 

student, Cameron Peritz. 

¶ CMSôs March recipient was 7th grade Blue Team 

student, Jessica Sizer. 

Congratulations to these students and their families!  

JanuaryðAccountability  

The following students were recognized in the month of 

January for demonstrating accountability:   

RedðThomas Roberts, Barry Goodreau, Savannah 

Granger;  OrangeðSydney LeVasseur, Shelby Perry, Sa-

mantha Nompleggi;  YellowðAmber Duby, Haley Leland, 

Emily Batista;  PurpleðGabriella Lukas, Emily Rice, Erica 

Haley;  BlueðJacob Fedora, Cole Bechard, Sabrina Haraty, 

Stephanie Kile, and Devan White. 

FebruaryðHonesty 

The following students were recognized in the month of 

February for demonstrating honesty:  

RedðRebecca Newcomb, Marisa Rodriguez, Mackenzie 

Degnan;  OrangeðJacqualyn Dones, Tim Canning, Jordan 

Cousineau;  YellowðAislinn Lynch, Austin Coffey -Moore, 

William Sikorski;  Purple ðOlivia Murray, Erin Moriarty, 

Alec Crosby;  TealðZachary Denault;  BlueðIsabel Rivera, 

Katelynn Burnett, Desiree Viruet, Max Garrant, and Aman-

da Baldyga. 
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Renaissance Big Y Students  

of the Quarter  

The following students were named Renaissance Big Y 

Students of the Quarter for the third marking term:  

BlueðPaul Frydryk, Stephanie Kile 

PurpleðKelsey Kokosa, Alec Crosby 

YellowðChristine Gloekler, Erik Skiver  

RedðSavannah Granger, Kyle Tracz 

OrangeðJackie Olson, Harmain Shamshad 

TanðTyrone Davis 

Nice work!  


