
Congratulations to the following CMS students who scored a 

perfect score (280) on one or more sections of the 2009 MCAS:  

Grade 5 (current 6th graders):  Donald Odell (ELA), Kaitlyn 

Payne (Math), Brandon Rimbold (Math), Jennica Sablack (ELA), 

Brianna Stanley (ELA) 

Grade 6 (current 7th graders):  Paige Mastalerz (Math) 

Grade 7 (current 8th graders):  Stephanie Martin (Math & ELA), 

Elizabeth Oliveira (ELA), Alexis Swist (Math) 
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The CMS staff will be available for parent conferences on the evening of Thursday, Novem-
ber 19th from 5:00ð8:00 p.m.  Conferences are scheduled in 15 minute time increments.  

You will be notified by your childôs team if a conference is requested .  Priority will be given 

to parents whose presence is requested;  however, if you wish to meet with your childôs 

team, please call the school. 

It is important for the 

office to have up-to-

date contact 

information for all 

students.  If your phone 

number(s), address, 

emergency contact 

information, etc. 

changes, please be 

certain to notify the 

office as soon as 

possible. 

Mr. Stetkiewicz and Mrs. 

Haley are pictured at 

left with the current 6th 

and 7th grade ñMCAS 

Perfectò students.   

www.palmerschools.org 
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From the Principalôs Office 
 

       Mr. David Stetkiewicz, CMS Principal 
    Mrs. Jacqueline Haley, CMS Asst. Principal 

Reminders: 

¶ Students are ex-

pected to go outside 

after lunch for a few 

minutes of well need-

ed fresh air and exer-

cise.  Please be sure 

your child is dressed 

appropriately for the 

weather! 

¶ If your child is ab-

sent, please call the 

office in the morning.  

If you know in ad-

vance that your child 

is going to be absent, 

please send a note 

with your child stating 

this information. 

¶ The lost and found 

table located in the 

cafeteria is already 

overflowing with 

sweatshirts, lunch-

boxes, etc.  Please 

have your child check 

the lost and found 

frequently; Items in 

the lost & found must 

be discarded on a 

regular basis for sani-

tary reasons. 

¶ Students owing mon-

ey (library fines, 

lunch charges, fund-

raiser $, etc.) will not 

be allowed to partici-

pate in special school 

events.  Please pay 

debts promptly. 

¶ The parking lot is a 

very busy place in 

the a.m.ðplease 

drive slowly and 

carefully.  Thank you. 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Thank you for making the start of the 2009-2010 school year smooth and successful.  At 

this time, students are engrossed in the rich curriculum we offer and have adjusted well to 

the routines and challenges of the middle school. 

As you know, MCAS tests were administered in the Spring of 2009.  Converse is proud to 

announce that we achieved AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) in both language arts and 

math in the aggregate (whole group).  Converse also made AYP in all subgroups for math 

and in all subgroups except low income for language arts.  Achieving AYP, particularly 

in math, is an accomplishment Converse Middle School is extremely proud of;  spe-

cial congratulations to the math teachers at CMS who worked diligently to achieve 

this feat. 

While Converse is proud of our recent successes, there is still work to be done.  Current 

academic initiatives include: 

¶ Careful analysis of MCAS, AYP, and other available data using the PIM process. 

¶ Continuing to provide MCAS math classes, additional time devoted to math, and on-

going Everyday Math professional development. 

¶ The testing of all students 3x per school year using the  STAR assessment program.  

Data provided is being used to help drive instruction. 

¶ The use of PLATO, an online program that gears instruction to studentsô individual 

needs. 

¶ The ongoing development and implementation of quarterly assessments in all subject 

areas. 

¶ Professional development in the areas of student motivation and reading. 

¶ Supplemental educational services have been offered to students in the free/reduced 

lunch category as required by law. 

Dr. Gerald Fournier, Supt. Of Schools, recently sent a letter home to all parents further 

detailing district and school specific AYP data.  A copy of this letter is available on the dis-

trictôs websiteðwww.palmerschools.org (click on News & Advisories, letter is dated 

10/27/2009). 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our school.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if 

you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. David G. Stetkiewicz, Principal & Mrs. Jacqueline Haley, Assistant Principal 
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2009ð2010 School Calendar 

November 

Wed., Nov. 11ðNo School, Veteransô Day 

Thurs., Nov. 19ðParent Conferences (5:00ð8:00 p.m.) 

Mon., Nov. 23ðRenaissance Program (EveningðTime To Be Determined) 

Tue., Nov. 24ðLast Day Before Thanksgiving Break 

Mon., Nov. 30ðSchool Reopens 

December 

Thurs., Dec. 10ðFestival of Bands (7:00 p.m.ðPHS Auditorium) 

Thurs., Dec. 17ðFestival of Choruses (7:00 p.m.ðPHS Auditorium) 

Wed., Dec. 23ðLast Day Before Christmas Recess 

January 

Mon., Jan. 4ðSchool Reopens 

Mon., Jan. 18ðNo School, Martin Luther King Day 

Fri., Jan. 29ð2nd Quarter Report Cards Issued 

February 

Fri., Feb. 12ðLast Day Before February Vacation 

Mon., Feb. 22ðSchool Reopens 

March 

Tues., Mar. 23ðMCAS Gr. 7 English/Language Arts Long Composition (1 day) 

Wed., Mar. 24ðMon., Apr. 12ðMCAS Gr. 5-7 English/LA Test Window (3 days) 

April 

Fri., Apr. 2ðNo School, Good Friday 

Wed., Apr. 7ðMCAS Gr. 7 English/Language Arts Long Composition (Make-Up) 

Fri., Apr. 9ð3rd Quarter Report Cards Issued 

Fri., Apr. 16ðLast Day Before April Vacation 

Mon., Apr. 26ðSchool Reopens 

May 

Mon., May 10ðThur., May 27ðMCAS Gr. 5-7 Math (2 days), Gr. 5 Science (2 days) 

Mon., May 31ðNo School, Memorial Day 

June 

Thur., June 10ð180th Day (Last Day of School, Final Report Cards Issued) 

Thur., June 17 - 185th Day 

School will close for summer vacation after 180 school days have 

been completed. 

 

Renaissance Big Y Students 

of the Quarter 

The following students were named Renaissance 

Big Y Students of the Quarter for the first marking 

term: 

RedðMadison Stahelski and Cameron Peritz 

OrangeðMichael Blazejowski and Sarah Gancorz 

PurpleðTyler Clifton and Olivia Murray 

YellowðSamantha Wegiel and Zachary Handzel 

BlueðShannon Kennedy and Dominic Sychtysz  

5th Grader Sarah Gancorz was also recognized 

by Ms. Narreau as the Tan Team Student of the 

Quarter. 

Congratulations on a job well done! 

11th Annual Converse Kids Food Drive 

The 11th Annual CONVERSE KIDS collection of NON-

perishable items of food/household products has now 

started and will continue until the Thanksgiving recess.  

These items will be donated to the PALMER LIONS 

CLUB. 

During the months of Nov. and Dec., CMS will also be 

accepting donations of non-perishable cat/dog food/

items, along with CLEAN useable towels/blankets.  The-

se will be donated to local animal shelters in the area.  

For each item donated to the Pet Drive, the student will 

get a chance at winning one of the many stuffed animals 

in the ñstuffed animalò raffle. 

Several ñspirit daysò will be held on selected Fridays to 

try to boost these drives.  Collection boxes are located 

in the foyer outside the office.  As always, thank you for 

your continued support in these worthwhile projects.  

Any questions, please contact Mrs. Noble in the office. 
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Please remember to inform the CMS guidance staff and/or your childôs teacher(s) if there is a 

significant change or loss in your family.  A death, separation/divorce, illness, or other life event can 

affect your childôs mood, ability to concentrate, schoolwork, etc., and we are here to help. 

This year the guidance department has made it an initiative to become a part of the classroom atmosphere on all 

levels.  As of right now, the 7th grade has a unified arts class taught by Mr. Sturges.  Mr. Sturgesôs class is covering 

various topics ranging from the development and strengthening of self-esteem to career and future exploration.  

Students will be encouraged to begin to advocate for themselves and help strengthen the school community by 

participating in an anti-bullying program.  Thanks to the Palmer Domestic Violence Task Force, we have been pro-

vided with a curriculum called ñThe Second Step Program.ò  This program focuses on the development of personal 

skills with an underlying anti-bullying message in each lesson.     

Ms. Graveline and Mr. Sturges are also getting involved in the 5th and 6th grade classrooms in order to encourage a 

positive outlook on oneôs self and on the studentôs school community.  Ms. Graveline is meeting with 5th grade 

homerooms throughout the year focusing on three main concepts: respect, self-esteem, and career exploration.  The 

6th graders will be introduced to specific values and skills that will be linked in with a ñLaws of Lifeò essay writing 

contest.  

Parents - Please review the cell phone policy which is explained in the school handbook with your child.  Cell 

phone usage (especially for text messaging) during school hours is becoming an issue.  Please remind your 

child that cell phones should either be left at home during the school day, or they need to be left in their 

locker and turned off ï on silent or vibrate is not acceptable.  Cell phones are a wonderful communication 

link; however, like the Internet, they can also lead to safety concerns and other serious issues if not moni-

tored closely.  Thank you for your support. 

REMINDER - Please sign up for the Big Y Education Express program and help earn points for Converse Middle 

School simply by shopping at Big Y! Contact your local Big Y or Mr. Sturges for more information.     

Ways You Can Help CMS Receive Valuable School Supplies & $$$ for Supplies 

¶ Register your Stop & Shop card on-line at www.stopandshop.com/aplus.  CMSôs school ID # is 05113. 

¶ CMS continues to participate in the Box Tops for Education Program.  Simply clip the Box Tops logos (available on hundreds 

of supermarket products) and send them in to the school. 

 

 

**************** 

CMS continues to collect can tabs for Shriners Hospital for Children in Springfield.  Shriners Hospital recycles these tabs and 

puts the money toward programs that directly benefit children. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
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Each month Converse Middle School recognizes one student from each 

homeroom who exhibits outstanding character.  A different quality is 

recognized each month.  Congratulations, character counts! 

Mayôs Students of Character were recognized 

at a ceremony this school year.  Last yearôs 7th 

grade nomineesô names are listed to right but 

are now 8th graders. 

RedðDrue Bernal, Ken 

Vuong, Samar Ghrear, Alec 

Crosby 

YellowðKaitlynn McHugh, 

Mitesh Patel, Paige Canary, 

Lindsey Johnson, Meghan 

Salisbury 

PurpleðCaileigh Jyringi, 

Kaitlyn Mainville, Kiera 

Malone, Mariah Waite 

GreenðTaylor Cousineau, 

Thomas Boudreau, Caroline 

Swiatek, Alexandra Morin 

BlueðEric Droz, Jonathan 

Murphy, Marisa Riley, 

Stephanie Snow 

RedðHannah Zajchowski, 

Madison Stahelski, Ray 

Mason 

OrangeðBenjamin Sher-

man, Daniel King, Shannon 

Fiore 

YellowðGordon Turley, 

Gabrielle Granitto, Christine 

Gloekler 

PurpleðAvery Pedro, Rich-

ard Garfield, Paige Canary 

BlueðVictoria Sheil, Lily 

Enko, Tyler Duval, Jessica 

Sizer, Zachary James 

Manhattan Virtual Classroom  - 

What is it?  Where is it? 

The Manhattan Virtual Classroom allows 

students to access their assignments and 

other important school and class information 

from anywhere they have Internet service.  

Each student has his/her own private 

username and password.  Students and 

parents can access �0�D�Q�K�D�W�W�D�Q��by visiting: 

www.palmerschools.org 

 (Click on Quick Links followed by CMS 

Virtual Classroom) 

RedðCora Boudreau, Austin P. Smith, Jayda 

Bruscoe 

OrangeðColin Ferreira, Jaclyn Olson, Michael 

Mancini 

YellowðAva Nicholls, Rachel Bauer, Brett Kras-

necky 

PurpleðNikolas Czajka, Kelsey Kokosa, Serena 

Sandoval 

BlueðAlexia Lambert, Makenna McCloskey, 

Kahlia Salaices, Mackenzie Table, Mariah Waite 


